
 

 

March 2026      The Penhold Reporter 
Issue #26-03 
403.886.4567 
www.townofpenhold.ca 

/townofpenhold 

@townofpenhold 

 

Memorial Hall Survey open 

until March 15, 2026 

See pages 12 & 13 for more details 

on Memorial Hall and the survey. 

SCAN CODE TO TAKE SURVEY 
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COUNCIL CORNER 
February 9, 2026 Council Meeting: 
CAO Report:   
Projects:     
Memorial Hall: A community feedback survey: Preservation of Memorial Hall, will be shared with the community in 
early March. As well, Memorial Hall informational boards will be displayed at the Library following the launch of the 
survey with an Open House scheduled for Monday, Apr. 20.  
Development:  
Our office has received draft drawings for two zoning areas within the Oxford subdivision.      
South area west of the Suds Station Car Wash to Highway #42.    
North of Oxford Blvd. - will encompass a park area, duplexes and row housing.   
Our office has been advised that Melcor wishes to be in the ground by May this year.  
Administration:  
A 3.5-hour training session for all staff occurred with SevGen Consulting. The cultural awareness training covered 
foundations of Indigenous history in Canada, protocol, terminology, and more. This was identified to align with the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s Calls to Action #57.     
Upcoming:  
Financial information on the Town’s new Operations Building will be provided:  
Updates on costs, projections, and discussion on long-term financing will be presented at the Mar. 9th meeting.  
 
Multiplex Report:     
Facility Stats – in January we produced roughly 8,778 kWh of power with our solar panels reducing our carbon 
footprint by roughly 6,1444 kg and saving us roughly $702.24 in power.  
The Fire Fighters Association is putting on their annual Dueling Piano event in March. Check page 8 for details.   
 
Operations Report:     
Outdoor Rink ice maintenance continues as Mother Nature allows.  
Staff, in conjunction with the Fire Department, did a presentation at all three schools on Storm Pond Safety.  
The RV Park booking system opens on March 2nd for the 2026 season.  
The RV Park itself will open May 1st for camping.   
 
New Business:    
Town of Penhold 2025-2028 Strategic Plan: Penhold’s new Strategic Plan is now approved. Through this process, it 
was determined the strategic priorities would exist through Organizational Excellence, Governance Excellence, 
Economic Strength, and Community Safety and Security. For more information, check out the town’s website.  
 
2025 Town of Penhold Accomplishments & 2026 Directives: Curious about town accomplishments in 2025? Or 
what direction/focuses are set for 2026? Check out the town’s website for a complete listing.  
 
Housing Demand Assessment Proposal: Council approved Administration undertake a comprehensive Housing 
Demand Assessment (HDA) to support strategic growth planning and initiative-taking engagement with residential 
developers and investors. The HDA will assess local and regional housing demands.  
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Respectfully,  

Mayor Mike Yargeau 

Upcoming Council Meetings:  
Monday March 9, 2026          Monday March 23, 2026 

Meetings begin at 6:00 p.m. in person & livestreamed through the Town of Penhold website. 
The Town of Penhold Council Meetings are now being recorded and will be made available 
for viewing on the Town of Penhold YouTube channel by midweek following each meeting.  

 
The recordings will be available for viewing until the day of next  Regular Council Meeting. 

February 23, 2026 Council Meeting: 
CAO Report:   
Upcoming meetings:      
Regional Inter-Municipal Collaborative Framework’s (ICF) meeting at Red Deer County on Mar. 11.   
Memorial Hall: Community Consultation will start in March and go through to April.    
April 20: Open House will be held at Memorial Hall from 5:00 – 6:30 pm.   
*It is important to note this is a directional focus for future repairs to the building and will not have an immediate 
impact on the building.    
Development:  
Palisades has seen two new single family home permits being pulled.   
Oxford landing is in the process of zoning and subdivision to open more lots for sale along with green space 
development.    
Planning:  
With the strategic planning document approved, there will be focused directives set out in moving this document 
forward.     
Community Services:     
2025 in review shows all the key programming that is available in Penhold. There are numerous programs for all 
ages.   Penhold served 1600+ individuals over the past year.   
With Leadership in Training (LiT), the older youth from grades 9-12 are seeing a good response within the 
community.   
February is Penhold Cares Community Blood Drive challenge; be a partner for life in giving blood.     
Fire & Protective Services:     
Peace Officers have been addressing snow concerns on sidewalks over the past number of weeks.   
Month of January had 10 call outs.   
Continue to work and partner with RD County fire training and responding when required.   
Town Hall meeting occurred on Feb. 10th

, in partnership with RCMP, Protective Services, and COPA.     
New Business:    
Penhold Crossing 2026 Grad Photos:   Council approved this project to continue in 2026.   
Utility Bylaw received an amendment for sewer fees with a 3-cent increase offsetting the South Red Deer Regional 
increase.   
Correspondence:   
It was noted that Policing costs are going up 22% over last year. In addition, the costs will go from $265,868 to 
$546,942 over the next 4 years; more than 2X the current year amount.   
  
Next Council Meeting:  Presentation on the financial status of the Operations building and recommendation for 
debenture on the building.   
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Penhold Town Council Key Highlights: 2025 Accomplishments and 2026 Directives 
As we look back on 2025 and ahead to 2026, it is important to recognize both the achievements our community has 
realized and the strategic direction guiding our next steps. Each accomplishment from the past year reflects the 
dedication of Council, Administration, and countless individuals who worked collectively to bring the Town’s 
Strategic Plan to life. The directives shaping 2026 continue this momentum, focusing our efforts on long-term 
priorities that strengthen services, enhance community well-being, and support sustainable growth. Together, these 
milestones and goals demonstrate not only what we have achieved, but also the thoughtful planning and 
collaboration required to ensure Penhold continues to thrive. 
 

2025 Accomplishments 
 Penhold Waskasoo Middle School opened 
 18 Hole Disc Golf Course (located throughout the Community; signage 

is to be installed) 
 Replacement of sewer line at Lucina Street across Hwy 2A  
 Memorial Hall floor refinished 

2026 Directives 
 Completion of the new Operations Building / Fire Hall 
 Tree Canopy Enhancement project completion 
 Direction on Memorial Hall – repair, demolish, etc. (see 

page 12 for more info) 
 Demolition of Penhold Elementary School 

For additional information on 2025 accomplishments and 
2026 directives, check out the Town website. 
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OPERATIONS 

The Outdoor Rink (ODR) at Lincoln Street Recreation area is open 
for the season.   

The rink shelter and the outdoor rink are open for use  
11:00 a.m. - 9:30 p.m. daily  
(closed for maintenance 8:30-11:00 a.m. daily).  

During the week, Town of Penhold staff clear snow from the ice and 
flood each morning. The flooding is done by hand rather than with an ice 
resurfacing machine. The process takes time, please be patient and 
abide by operating times to allow staff adequate time  to complete the 
work and keep the ice the best it can be for everyone’s enjoyment. The 
rink is flooded on weekdays and is not flooded on the weekends, shovels 
are available for users to clear snow from the rink when needed.  

Snow Removal Completed 
Our Operations team make every effort to ensure that our streets are clear of snow and ice during the winter 
months and has completed snow removal on all streets in Penhold, at least once, as of February 27, 2026. Snow 
plowing and/or removal on streets will be started again after a heavy snowfall of at least 15cm or once 
accumulations have reached 15 cm. The snow removal priority map is available on the Town website. 

The priority areas are as follow: 
Priority one includes main thoroughfares and bus routes.  
Priority two includes businesses, streets, and avenues. 
Priority three are Closes, Courts, and Places – these are cleared once all other  major areas are complete.  
 
The Operations staff will make every attempt to put out No Parking signs the day before planned street sweeping or 
snow removal. NO PARKING signs are placed out prior to 4:30 p.m. the day before maintenance begins. 

There is no parking on the road during the hours posted until the signs are removed. Vehicles are considered        
towable if they are not in accordance with the posted street sign (Traffic Bylaw 828/2024 Section 4.12). If the          
Operations crew is not able to complete street sweeping/snow removal on the day planned, the signs will remain up 
until removal is completed. 

Please use extra care when approaching snow removal equipment as visibility is limited and equipment may stop 
and/or back up suddenly. 

Reminder: Snow must be removed within 72 hours of any snow fall 

Please connsider neighbours and delivery people by clearing your 
sidewalks.  

Residents are responsible for snow removal on all sidewalks adjacent to 
their home. Snow that is cleaned off sidewalks and driveways cannot be 
deposited onto the road. (Traffic Bylaw 828/2024 Section 22.6) 

If you see a SNOW ANGELS WELCOME sign on someone’s lawn, it means 
your neighbour could use some help with snow removal, please help 
them out if you are able to. 
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Storm Ponds Are Not Safe For Recreation 
Unlike regular ponds in the rural areas, the storm 
retention ponds can have water flowing into these 
systems anytime during the  winter months. For 
everyone’s safety, please, stay off the ice as there is the 
danger of thin ice. 

Storm ponds are working facilities that are unsafe for ALL 
forms of winter recreation including sledding, skating, 
hockey, cross-country skiing, and walking. Stay off the 
ice, there may be a present danger of thin ice, people 
and pets can, and have, fallen through the ice. 

Water is diverted into a retention pond by a network of underground pipes connecting the storm drains to the 
pond. This system allows large amounts of water to enter the pond, and the outlet lets out small amounts of water 
as required.  

This movement of water creates ice that can appear thick at the top but is thin within the area the water is flowing 
underneath. The Operations staff do not measure ponds for ice depth throughout the winter as these depths can 
fluctuate throughout the whole pond surface. 

Did you know? 

- Storm retention ponds are typically warmer and more turbulent than 
natural bodies of water, resulting in faster melting of ice. 

- The water contains road salt due to ‘run off’ from roads, parking lots and 
sidewalks. This salt also contributes to faster melting ice. 

- Storm ponds retain groundwater year- round. Water below the surface is 
constantly moving, which means it does not freeze as evenly as natural 
bodies of water. 

These storm retention ponds include Palisades, Lucina Street, behind the 
Multiplex / school, Community Hub pond, Lift Station 1 (Waskasoo Lift 
Station) and east of the roundabout by Fas Gas. 

 

Community Hub Storm Retention Pond Safety 

The Community Hub Pond Aeration system runs year-round and assists with the natural oxygenation process of the 
water body to help combat harsh winter conditions. This will result in open water throughout the winter and thin 
ice.  

Signs have been placed in the area, stay off this pond as well as all other storm ponds throughout town as water 
may be flowing underneath the surface and the ice levels are not monitored. 

Lincoln Street Storm Pond 
The Lincoln Street Storm Pond is a designated and 
licensed snow dumping site for the Operations 
Department and is not meant for recreational use. 
Trucks and equipment are using the site while snow 
removal is in progress. Please avoid using the area 
during this time. 

Please keep people and pets off of all 
storm ponds in Penhold  
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Snowmobiling Prohibited Within Town Limits 

Residents are reminded that snowmobiling is not 
permitted within town limits, including all green spaces. 
This restriction is in place to ensure the safety and 
enjoyment of these spaces for all residents and to 
protect the integrity of our shared community 
resources. 

Why snowmobiling is not allowed: 

1. Legal Restrictions: Snowmobiles are not legally permitted within Penhold town limits. Operating a snowmobile in 
Penhold violates Bylaw828/2024 and may result in fines or other penalties. 

2. Preventing Damage to Park Resources: Snow-covered areas may conceal small trees, shrubs, grass, park furniture, 
and infrastructure. Snowmobiles can cause significant damage to these elements, which are vital to maintaining the 
beauty and functionality of our parks. 

3. Ensuring Safety for People and Pets: Parks are often used by pedestrians, families, and pet owners during winter 
months. Snowmobiles pose a risk of harm or negative interactions with individuals enjoying these spaces on foot. 

We appreciate your cooperation in respecting these guidelines. Let’s work together to ensure our parks remain safe 
and beautiful for everyone to enjoy. If you have any questions, please contact the Town Office. 

2026 Utility Rates 

Council approved a new Utility Bylaw which will be reflected on the January 2026 bill.  There will be an increase in 
rates to reflect actual cost recovery. Penhold remains to have competitive rates for utilities in the area.  

Tree Tags Installed New Trees 

Our Parks & Recreation team was able to plant 114 new trees throughout the    
community last summer through funding from a grant. If you have been out 
enjoying the trail system and green spaces you may have noticed tree tags are 
now hanging on these new trees. 

Each newly planted tree has been tagged with a unique identification number, 
along with a phone number and email address to connect with our Parks & 
Recreation staff. These tags make it easy for residents to let Parks & Recreation 
staff know if they notice a concern, such as damage, stress, or vandalism. 

Early reporting helps our horticulture team   respond quickly and gives young 
trees the best chance to thrive. If you spot an issue, simply reference the tree 
number on the tag when you contact us. 

This initiative supports healthy urban forests and encourages residents to play a 
role in caring for our shared green spaces. Keep an eye out for the tags—and 
thank you for helping us grow a greener community. 

This grant allowed Penhold to plant 114 new trees and 142 new shrubs last year, creating greener, more welcoming 
spaces in the following areas:  
 Penhold Commons – enhancing the central community gathering space  
 Critters Corner – creating a greener area for families and local wildlife. 
 Future Dog Park – preparing the space with shade and shelter  

 Waskasoo Avenue – improving streetscape with beautiful, vibrant greenery. 
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      FIRE & PROTECTIVE SERVICES 

How to report an issue to the Community Peace Offiers (CPO) 

1.) Call 403-886-3286 leave a message if no one is available. (CPO can listen to message remotely) 

2.) Submit an E-Service Request through Town of Penhold website.  
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SUNDAY  MONDAY  TUESDAY  WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY  FRIDAY  SATURDAY  

1 

4:00-7:00 p.m.   

Pickleball 

2 

10:00-11:30 a.m.   

Drop-In Kid’s Gym   

3:30-5:00 p.m.  

Drop-In Youth Open Gym  

3 

10:00-12:00 p.m.                

Sr Pickleball 

6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Drop-In Basketball  

4 

1:00-3:30 p.m.  

Drop in Skating  

5 

9:30-11:00 a.m.       

Drop-In Kid’s Gym  

12:30-2:30 p.m.              

Sr Pickleball  

6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Drop-In Badminton  

6 

6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Drop in Volleyball 

7 

3:00-4:30 p.m.   

Family Open Gym 

 8 

PUBLIC 

SKATING  

(NO CHARGE) 

12:45-2:00p.m. 

4:00-7:00 p.m.   

Pickleball 

 9 

10:00-11:30 a.m.   

Drop-In Kid’s Gym   

1:00-3:30 p.m.  

Drop in Skating  

3:30-5:00 p.m.  

Drop-In Youth Open Gym  

 10 

10:00-12:00 p.m.                

Sr Pickleball 

6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Drop-In Basketball  

 11 

1:00-3:30 p.m. 

Drop in Skating  

 12 

9:30-11:00 a.m.  

Drop-In Kid’s Gym   

12:30-2:30 p.m.              

Sr Pickleball   

6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Drop-In Badminton  

 13 

 

 14 

 

 15 

PUBLIC 

SKATING  

(NO CHARGE) 

2:00-3:45 p.m. 

   

 

 16 

10:00-11:30 a.m. 

Drop-In Kid’s Gym   

1:00-3:30 p.m.  

Drop in Skating   

3:30-5:00 p.m.  

Drop-In Youth Open Gym  

 17 

10:00-12:00pm                

Sr Pickleball 

 

6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Drop-In Basketball  

 18 

1:00-3:30 p.m.  

Drop in Skating  

 19 

9:30-11:00 a.m.   

Drop-In Kid’s Gym  

12:30-2:30 p.m.              

Sr Pickleball  

6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Drop-In Badminton  

 20 

6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Drop in Volleyball 

 

 

 21 

3:00-4:30 p.m.   

Family Open Gym 

  

 

 22 

 

4:00-7:00 p.m.   

Pickleball 

 23 

10:00-11:30 a.m.         

Drop-In Kid’s Gym   

1:00-3:30 p.m.  

Drop in Skating  

3:30-5:00 p.m.  

Drop-In Youth Open Gym  

 24 

10:00-12:00 p.m.                

Sr Pickleball 

 

6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Drop-In Basketball  

 25 

1:00-3:30 p.m. 

Drop in Skating  

 26 

9:30-11:00 a.m.   

Drop-In Kid’s Gym  

12:30-2:30 p.m.              

Sr Pickleball  

6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Drop-In Badminton  

 27 

 

 28 

3:00-4:30 p.m.   

Family Open Gym 

 29 

4:00-7:00 p.m.   

Pickleball 

    

 30   

10:00-11:30 a.m. 

Drop-In Kid’s Gym   

3:30-5:00 p.m.   

Drop-In Youth Open Gym  

31 

10:00-12:00 p.m.                

Sr Pickleball 

6:30-8:30 p.m.  

Drop-In Basketball  

  

  

    

  

  

  DROP-IN FEES NEED TO BE PAID AT THE FITNESS     

CENTRE BEFORE GOING  INTO ACTIVITY 

Check Town of Penhold website calendar for changes 

and additions to this calendar. 
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Past Meets Future: Have Your Say on the Future of Memorial Hall 
Memorial Hall, located at 1123 Fleming Avenue, has been a 
cornerstone of Penhold’s history for more than a century. The 
Hall was created as a memorial to honour the bravery of the 
men and women from Penhold and District who served Canada 
in the First World War. 
The Hall officially opened with a Regimental Ball on November 
8, 1919, and proudly celebrated its 100th anniversary in 
November 2019. 
 

Built in 1919, the Penhold Memorial Hall has served our community for over a century. With aging infrastructure and 
needed repairs, the Town of Penhold is asking residents to help determine its future. 

The Town recognizes Memorial Hall is an important and historically significant community facility. A building 
condition report commissioned last year identified that substantial work will be required to maintain the Hall at its 
current level of use and to bring it up to the standard our community would like to enjoy. These upgrades represent 
a significant investment, and careful, long-term planning is needed. 

Penhold Town Council is inviting feedback from residents and facility users to help inform future planning. This 
survey is an early step in gathering input and exploring options—no decisions have been made.  The survey will be 
open to all residents and Memorial Hall facility users until March 15, 2026. 

We want to reassure all user groups and renters there are no plans, at this time, impacting current or future 
bookings in 2026 or 2027. All publicly accessible and currently rented spaces are safe, fully operational, and not 
affected by the work identified in the report. 

Memorial Hall plays an important role in our community, and the groups who use it are a big part of what makes it 
special. Your feedback will help guide thoughtful and well-planned next steps. We encourage all residents and users 
of the facility to take part in the survey and share their perspectives. 

Why Are We Asking for Your Input Now? 

Despite its deep cultural and historical 
significance, Memorial Hall is facing escalating 
challenges: 

Consistent financial deficits 

Rising costs for unplanned repairs, ongoing 
maintenance, utilities, and insurance 

A widening gap between revenue and 
expenses 

The yearly operational costs over the past five 
years: 

Average annual revenue: $23,902   Average 
annual expenses: $48,157 This represents a 
shortfall of more than 50% annually. 

To make informed decisions about the Hall’s 
future—including whether to invest 
significantly in required upgrades or consider 
removal—we are seeking community input 
through the Past Meets Future: Have Your Say 
on Memorial Hall Survey. 
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What Happens Next? 

Survey Dates 
February 27 – March 15, 2026 
Residents and facility users are encouraged to share their thoughts on the future of 
Memorial Hall. 

Important Note: Feedback gathered will not lead to immediate action. We value the 
organizations and groups who consider Memorial Hall their home. 
Should Council decide that removal is necessary, conversations with these groups will 
occur first, ensuring their needs are understood and respected. 

Want to learn more?  

In addition to the information available on the Town of Penhold website, a display has been set up in the Penhold & 
District Library and there will be an Open House at Memorial Hall after the survey is concluded. 

Penhold & District Library 
Check out the information display about Memorial Hall’s history, finances, and structural condition at the Library 
during regular operating hours. 

Open House - Memorial Hall 
Join Council at Memorial Hall to see the space and talk about the future of Memorial Hall. 
Monday April 20, 2026  5:00–6:30 p.m. 

Residents are invited to: 
 Tour the facility 
 Ask questions 
 Review historical information 
 Share personal stories and memories connected to the Hall 

 
Your voice is essential in shaping the future of this long‑standing community landmark. 
 
A Look Back: How the Hall Has Evolved 
Over the years, Memorial Hall has adapted to serve the growing needs of the 
community: 
1972 – Renovations by the Penhold Lions Club 
The newly formed Penhold Lions Club undertook significant interior renovations, 

refreshing the Hall and improving its usability. 
1980s – Major Expansion 
The Lions Club completed a 50’ x 80’ addition on the 
north side of the building with a full basement. 
 
Further renovations done in 2003 include: 
A 40’ opening connecting the new and original structures 
A modern kitchen (sourced from the Red Deer Industrial Airport) added to the east end 

Larger washrooms installed along the west wall 
These changes were made modernizing the building as it celebrated its 100th Anniversary, extending the Hall’s 
lifespan and enabling it to host a wider range of community events. 
 
To make informed decisions about the Hall’s future—including whether to invest significantly in required upgrades 
or consider removal—we are seeking community input through the Past Meets Future: Have Your Say on Memorial 
Hall Survey. 
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Spots Still 
Available 
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Fraud Prevention 
   Your Resource Connection: 

For more information & resources, contact FCSS: 
fcss@townofpenhold.ca / 403-886-4567 

RED FLAGS: THINGS TO WATCH FOR 

 Requests for personal information 

 Urgent or threatening language 

 Spelling mistakes 

 Unexpected emails, Unsolicited calls, Unsolicited friend requests on 
social media. 

 Suspicious attachments in your email 

 Astounding mail offers 

 Unprofessional design 

 It’s just too good to be true 

 Signs of a fake website: Fake websites often use similar web        
addresses that have extra words, like (cra-login-canada.com, cra-
account-notice.info, crareturnreview.cfd), unusual endings for   
government web pages (.info, .su, .sfd, .com), extra characters or 
unusual abbreviations (crra, c-ra, carev, revagency) 

REPORTING SCAMS & FRAUDS 
Those who have not lost money, but believe they have been targeted, 
should contact the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre: 1-888-495-8501 

Local Scams: Contact your local consumers affairs office 
www.consumerhandbook.ca 

Financial and investment scams: Contact Canadian Securities  

Administrators www.securities-administrators.ca 

Banking and credit card scams: Contact your local bank or financial  
institution 

Spam emails and text messages: Contact the Spam Reporting  
Centre, www.fightspam.gc.ca 

Unsolicited phone calls, National Do Not Call List: Innte-dncl.gc.ca/en,  
1-866-580-DNCL (3625) 

Fraud, theft and other crimes & Identity theft: Contact your local police 
(online crime reporting), ocre-sielc.rcmp.-grc.gc.ca/alberta/en, and the 
Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre.  

Report Cyber Crime and Fraud: reportcyberandfraud.canada.ca  

OTHER RESOURCES:  
 Alberta Rural Crime Watch: ruralcrimewatch.ab.ca 
 Better Business Bureau: bbb.org/ca/ab  
 Canada Post: 1-866-607-6301 
 Canada Revenue Agency: 1-833-995-2336, www.cra-arc.gc.ca 
 Cybertip.ca or 1-866-658-9022 
 ProtectKidsOnline.ca or 1-800-532-9135 
 Protectchildren.ca or 1-800-532-9135 
 Equifax Canada: 1-800-465-7166 
 Getcybersafe.gc.ca or 1-833-CYBER-88 OR 1-833-292-3788 
 Service Canada: 1 800 O-Canada OR 1-800-622-6232 
 Service Alberta: (780) 427-4088 
 Passport Canada: 1-800-622-6232 
 TransUnion Canada: www.transunion.ca, 1-800-663-9980 
 The Little Black Book of Scams: www.competitionbureau.gc.ca 
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